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Within the “umbrella” of RESTORATIVE PRACTICES is the formal, face-to-face circle dialog between victim and offender referred to as a RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
CONFERENCE (or victim-offender conference). In this dialog offenders get to hear how their behaviors have affected others and take an active role in repairing that harm
(rather than a passive role via suspension, expulsion, or incarceration). Because this circle process requires an investment of time for the facilitator (for example 1 to 3 hours
from referral to pre-conference with each party to the formal conference and follow up report), it is best reserved for the more serious infractions. Other dialogs referred to as
restorative practices might be better suited to lesser infractions such as classroom disruption or non-chronic tardiness. Weekly classroom discussions in a circle format with a
talking piece can strengthen important community bonding. The greatest deterrent to crime is COMMUNITY CONNECTEDNESS. Restorative justice/practices strengthen

community and can significantly improve school culture.

Choose which of the following school violations warrant a restorative justice dialog or other restorative practices methods.
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